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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-32, as originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goodwin (6,547,040) in view of Kasinoff (7,041,915). 

As per claims 1, 14, 20, 26, and 30, Goodwin discloses a scale configured for 
communication with a computerized checkout system (See Figure 2, via scale 58), the 
scale including a weighing station for receiving items to be weighed and having an 
associated mechanism for producing weight indicative signals when items are placed on 
the weighing station (See Figure 2, via display 22), a pricing control operable to 
establish a price for a weighed item based in part upon a weight indicative signal 
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produced for the weighed item (See the Abstract, via a scale with RFID capabilities), a 
supply of labels and a supply of label RFID tags, a label RF unit positioned for reading 
label RFID tags (See Figure 3, via interrogator 32), the identification number is linked to 
transaction data including at least total price and weighed item identity (See Figure 3, 
via process step 90), and the linked identification number and transaction data is made 
available to the computerized checkout system (See Figure 3, via process step 92), the 
computerized checkout system includes at least one RF unit for detecting the 
identification number of the label RFID tag when the weighed item is presented at 
checkout (See Figure 3, via process step 92), and the computerized checkout system 
accesses the transaction data linked to the identification number for adding the total 
price to a checkout transaction total (See Figure 3, via process step 78). 
However, Goodwin fails to explicitly disclose: 

wherein the scale is adapted to output a label so as to enable application of an 
associated label RFID tag to the weighed item, in connection with the label that is output 
the label RF unit detects an identification number stored in the associated label RFID 
tag. 

Kasinoff discloses a random weight food product pricing scale with automated 
login capability including wherein the scale is adapted to output a label so as to enable 
application of an associated label RFID tag to the weighed item, in connection with the 
label that is output the label RF unit detects an identification number stored in the 
associated label RFID tag (See the Abstract, via RFID login of service personnel). 
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From the disclosure of Kasinoff it would have been obvious to one having skill in 
the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the RFID checkout system of 
Goodwin to include associating an RFID device with the product database registration 
as taught by Kasinoff in order to automatically login service personnel (See col. 1 at 
lines 25-30 of Kasinoff). 

As per claims 2, 28 and 29, Kasinoff discloses a service person RF detection 
unit for detecting a service person RFID tag (See the Abstract, via RFID login of service 
personnel). 

As per claims 3 and 12, Kasinoff discloses at least one food product slicer 
located in a vicinity of the scale, the slicer configured for communicating information to 
the scale, the slicer including at least one RF unit for detecting service person RFID 
tags and for detecting bulk food product RFID tags associated with products being 
sliced by the slicer, upon detection of a service person RFID tag and a bulk food 
product RFID tag, service person identity is linked to a bulk food product identifier and 
the linked service person identity and bulk food product identifier are made available to 
the scale, when the scale detects a service person RFID tag the scale accesses bulk 
food product identifier information linked to the service person and displays the 
information on a display of the scale (See col. 3 at lines 35-40, via a slicer). 

As per claim 4, Kasinoff discloses wherein the scale is configured with a user 
input device enabling the service person to select from among bulk food product 
identifier information displayed for the service person, for identifying to the scale the 
food product to be weighed (See Figure 1, via keypad 26 and display 29). 
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As per claims 5, 18 and 24, Kasinoff discloses the slicer is connected to the 
scale through a store computer, the store computer maintains an open slice/weigh 
transactions database including the linked service person identity and bulk food product 
identifier, the scale requests information from the database via communication with the 
store computer (See Figure 2, via communications link 44). 

As per claims 6 and 15, Kasinoff discloses wherein upon output of the label 
from the scale, the linked service person identify and bulk food product identifier is 
either removed from the open slice/weigh transactions database or marked as closed in 
the open slice/weigh transactions database (See Figure 2, via reusable RFID label 20). 

As per claim 7, Goodwin discloses wherein the scale includes a customer RF 
detection unit for detecting customer RFID tags. (See claim 3, via a customer indicating 
that his unit for purchase is on the scale). 

As per claim 8, Goodwin discloses wherein pricing information for the weighed 
item is set in part based upon identity of the customer as detected via the customer 
RFID tag (See col. 3 at lines 20-25, via a customer entering a response). 

As per claims 9 and 21 , Goodwin discloses wherein the supply of labels and the 
supply of label RFID tags are integrated, the label RFID tags being preattached to the 
labels (See col. 1 at lines 25-35, via an RFID label attached to a product). 

As per claims 10 and 22, Goodwin discloses wherein the supply of labels and 
the supply of RFID tags are separate, the scale includes a print mechanism for printing 
on labels, and the associated label RFID tag is attached to the label by the scale after 
printing of the label (See col. 2 at lines 37-42, via barcode labels or RFID labels). 
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As per claims 11 and 23, Goodwin discloses wherein the label that is output 
includes pricing information printed thereon by a printer mechanism within the scale 
(See col. 2 at lines 37-42, via barcode labels or RFID labels). 

As per claims 13 and 19 and 25, Kasinoff discloses wherein the scale forms 
part of a package wrapping machine located in a back room of the store (See col. 3 at 
lines 19-20, via a service person). 

As per claim 16, Goodwin discloses wherein the supply of labels and the supply 
of RFID tags are separate, the scale includes a print mechanism for printing on labels, 
and the associated label RFID tag is attached to the label by the scale after printing of 
the label (See col. 2 at lines 20-25, via printer 24). 

As per claim 17, Goodwin discloses wherein the label that is output includes 
pricing information printed thereon by a printer mechanism within the scale (See col. 2 
at lines 20-25, via printer 24 printing transaction information on receipt paper). 

As per claim 27, Goodwin discloses wherein the controller operates to output a 
transaction message, including the linked identification number and transaction data, on 
a communications link (See col. 2 at lines 5-10, via transaction server 16). 

As per claim 31, Goodwin discloses wherein the weighing station and the supply 
of labels, supply of label RFID tags and the label RF unit are integrated in a common 
scale mechanism (See Figure 2, via an integrated weighing station). 

As per claim 32, Goodwin discloses wherein the weighing station is part of a 
food product slicer, and the supply or labels, supply of label RFID tags and the label RF 
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unit are part of a separate device (See Figure 2, via label printer and weighing station 
are part of separate devices). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

White (7,31 1 ,251 ) teaches a system and method of completing a transaction 

involving goods tagged with RFID labels. 

Holzman (7,156,303) teaches a shopping system and method. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEVEN J. MALONE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5107. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am - 
5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Matthew S Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3687 
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